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Details of a Sunset and Other Stories

A48
Details of a Sunset and Other Stories, “the last raisins and petit-beurre toes
from the bottom of the barrel”, as he wrote to Gleb Struve (VNSL 548), was
the final collection of stories and the final book published in Nabokov’s
lifetime. In his foreword, he calls the 13 stories (all originally in Russian) the
last “meriting to be Englished”, meaning that after 20 years and four volumes
of stories, there were still some in Russian that hadn’t been translated and
published in book form. That was rectified with The Stories of Vladimir
Nabokov in 1995. Yet, even that volume was incomplete. As it moved
through its paperback printings, it acquired further tracked-down and
translated stories: “Easter Rain” in 2002; “The Word” in 2006; and,
“Natasha” in 2008.

All of the stories had first appeared in émigré newspapers and periodicals.
Nabokov and his son Dmitri began translating the stories in April 1973 and
completed the job by his birthday in 1975 (VNSL 550).

Edition Summary

A48.1 Details of a Sunset and Other Stories FIRST EDITION (MCGRAW-HILL), 9-Mar-1976, 2 issues
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Vladimir Nabokov: A Descriptive Bibliography, Revised

 Details of a Sunset and Other Stories

A48.1

A48.1 First printing, 1976,
cover, front

A48.1 First printing, 1976, title
page

A48.1 First printing, 1976,
copyright page

FIRST EDITION (MCGRAW-HILL)
¶ First printing, 9-Mar-1976

Collation: (21.3 X 13.9 cm), perfect bound, 90 leaves, pp. [1–10] 11–13 [14–
16] 17–26 [27–28] 29–42 [43–44] 45–55 [56–58] 59–70 [71–72] 73–80,
[81–82] 83–87 [88–90] 91–98 [99–100] 101–115 [116–118] 119–123
[124–126] 127–138 [139–140] 141–150 [151–152] 153–161 [162–164]
165–179 [180]

Title page: VLADIMIR | NABOKOV | DETAILS OF | A SUNSET | AND
OTHER STORIES | McGraw-Hill Book Company | New York • St. Louis
• San Francisco • Toronto

Copyright page: Copyright © 1976 by McGraw-Hill International, Inc. | All
rights reserved. | Printed in the United States of America. | No part of this
publication may be | reproduced, stored in a retrieval | system, or
transmitted, | in any form or by any means, | electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, | recording, or otherwise, without the prior written |
permission of the publisher. | 123456789BPBP79876 | Library of Congress
Cataloging in Publication Data | Nabokov, Vladimir Vladimirovich, 1899-
| Details of a sunset and other stories. | CONTENTS: Details of a sunset.—
A bad day.—Orache.—The return of Chorb. [etc.] | I. Title | PZ3.N121Dg
[PG3476.N3] 891.7′3′42 75-34086 | ISBN 0-07-045709-3 | The following
stories appeared originally in The New Yorker: “Christ- | mas,” “A Guide
to Berlin,” and “A Slice of Life.” “The Doorbell” | originally appeared in
Playboy.

Binding: Black cloth over boards with headband. Pale gold endpapers. All
edges trimmed. Front cover: \blind stamping\ VLADIMIR | NABOKOV |
DETAILS OF | A SUNSET | AND OTHER STORIES. Back cover:
\yellow stamping\ 0-07-045709-3. Spine: \running down\ \yellow
stamping\ VLADIMIR NABOKOV DETAILS OF A SUNSET | \running
across\ \yellow background\ Mc | Graw | Hill.

Covering: White dust jacket. Front cover: \golden-gray background with a
photo of a sunset wrapping around to spine\ \white with black borders\
VLADIMIR | \white with black borders\ NABOKOV | DETAILS OF | A
SUNSET | AND OTHER STORIES. Back cover: \photo of Nabokov by
Halsman\ \white\ 0-07-045709-3. Spine: \running down\ \golden-gray
background\ \white with black borders\ VLADIMIR NABOKOV \black\
DETAILS OF A SUNSET | \running across\ \white background with gray
lettering\ Mc | Graw | Hill. Front flap: $8.95 | DETAILS | OF A |
SUNSET | AND OTHER | STORIES | \red\ VLADIMIR | \red\
NABOKOV | \short description\. Back flap: \list of author’s books\ \photo
and design credits\ \publisher information\.

Contents: [1] half-title, [2–3] list of author’s books, [4] blank, [5] title page,
[6] copyright page, [7] dedication, [8] blank, [9] contents, [10] blank, 11–
13 foreword, [14] blank, [15] story title, [16] preface, 17–26 story, [27]
story title, [28] preface, 29–42 story, [43] story title, [44] preface, 45–55
story, [56] blank, [57] story title, [58] preface, 59–70 story, [71] story title,
[72] preface, 73–80, story, [81] story title, [82] preface, 83–87 story, [88]
blank, [89] story title, [90] preface, 91–98 story, [99] story title, [100]
preface, 101–115 story, [116] blank, [117] story title, [118] preface, 119–
123 story, [124] blank, [125] story title, [126] preface, 127–138 story,
[139] story title, [140] preface, 141–150 story, [151] story title, [152]
preface, 153–161 story, [162] blank, [163] story title, [164] preface, 165–
179 story, [180] blank

ISBN/ISBN-13/SBN: 0-07-045709-3

Price: $8.95
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Works:
1) Foreword [to Details of a Sunset and Other Stories]
2) [Preface to “Details of a Sunset”]
3) Details of a Sunset [Катастрофа]
4) [Preface to “A Bad Day”]
5) A Bad Day [Обида]
6) [Preface to “Orache”]
7) Orache [Лебеда]
8) [Preface to “The Return of Chorb”]
9) The Return of Chorb [Возвращение Чорба]

10) [Preface to “The Passenger”]
11) The Passenger [Пассажир]
12) [Preface to “A Letter that Never Reached Russia”]
13) A Letter that Never Reached Russia [Письмо в Россию]
14) [Preface to “A Guide to Berlin”]
15) A Guide to Berlin [Путеводитель по Берлину]
16) [Preface to “The Doorbell”]
17) The Doorbell [Звонок]
18) [Preface to “The Thunderstorm”]
19) The Thunderstorm [Гроза]
20) [Preface to “The Reunion”]
21) The Reunion [Встреча]
22) [Preface to “A Slice of Life”]
23) A Slice of Life [Случай из жизни]
24) [Preface to “Christmas”]
25) Christmas [Рождество]
26) [Preface to “A Busy Man”]
27) A Busy Man [Занятой человек]

¶ Second printing, 9-Mar-1976

As first printing, except

Copyright page: … | 23456789BPBP79876 | …

A48.2

A48.2 First printing, issue a,
1976, cover, front

FIRST BRITISH EDITION (WEIDENFELD & NICOLSON)
¶ First printing, issue a, 19-Aug-1976

As first edition, except

Collation: [1–4]16 [5]8 [6]4 [7]16, 92 leaves

Title page: VLADIMIR | NABOKOV | DETAILS OF | A SUNSET | AND
OTHER STORIES | WEIDENFELD AND NICOLSON LONDON

Copyright page: Copyright © 1976 by McGraw-Hill International, Inc. | First
published in Great Britain in 1976 by | Weidenfeld and Nicolson | All
rights reserved. No part of this publication may be | reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, | in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, | photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior |
permission of the copyright owner. | The following stories appeared
originally in The New | Yorker: "Christmas," "A Guide to Berlin," and "A |
Slice of Life." "The Doorbell" originally appeared in | Playboy. |
Weidenfeld and Nicolson | 11 St John’s Hill, London SW11 | ISBN 0 297
77190 6 | Printed in Great Britain by | REDWOOD BURN LIMITED |
Trowbridge and Esher

Binding: Blue cloth over boards. White endpapers; the final leaf of the last
signature is used as the lining-paper (i.e., the back paste-down endpaper).
All edges trimmed. Front and back covers: \blank\. Spine: \gilt stamping\
\running down\ VLADIMIR NABOKOV DETAILS OF A SUNSET |
AND OTHER STORIES | \running across\ Weidenfeld | & Nicolson.

Covering: White dust jacket. Front cover: \blue background wrapping
around to spine\ \red\ VLADIMIR | \red\ NABOKOV | \orange\ DETAILS
OF | \orange\ A SUNSET | \yellow\ AND OTHER STORIES. Back cover:
\photo of Nabokov by Halsman\. Spine: \running down\ \red\ VLADIMIR
NABOKOV \orange\ DETAILS OF A SUNSET | AND OTHER
STORIES | \running across\ \yellow\ Weidenfeld | & Nicoslon. Front flap:
VLADIMIR | NABOKOV | \red\ DETAILS OF | \red\ A SUNSET | \red\
AND OTHER STORIES | \short description\ | Price | (in UK only) | ₤4.50
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A48.2 First printing, issue a,
1976, title page

A48.2 First printing, issue a,
1976, copyright page

net. Back flap: \list of author’s books\ Author photo © by Phillippe
Halsman | ISBN 0 297 77190 6 | \publisher information\.

ISBN/ISBN-13/SBN: 0-297-77190-6

Price: ₤4.50

¶ First printing, issue b, date unknown

As first printing, issue a, except

Covering: White dust jacket. Front flap: \label over original price\
WEIDENFELD & NICOLSON | IN U.K. ONLY | £5.50

Price: £5.50

A48.3

A48.3 First printing, 1981,
cover, front

FIRST WRAPPERS EDITION (MCGRAW-HILL)
¶ First printing, 1981

As first edition, except

Collation: (20.2 X 13.4 cm), 180 pages

Title page: VLADIMIR | NABOKOV | DETAILS OF | A SUNSET | AND
OTHER STORIES | McGraw-Hill Book Company | New York ….

Copyright page: … | 1234567890 FGFG 876543210 | First Paperback
edition, 1981 | … | ISBN 0-07-045721-2 | …

Binding: White wrappers with red back and white and black lettering

ISBN/ISBN-13/SBN: 0-07-045721-2

Price: $4.95

A48.4 FIRST BRITISH WRAPPERS EDITION (PENGUIN)
¶ First printing, 1994

As first edition, except

Collation: (19.8 X 12.8 cm), 176 pages

Title page: VLADIMIR NABOKOV | DETAILS OF A SUNSET | AND
OTHER STORIES | TRANSLATED FROM THE RUSSIAN BY |
DMITRI NABOKOV IN COLLABORATION | WITH VLADIMIR
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A48.4 First printing, 1994,
cover, front

NABOKOV | \publisher's device\ PENGUIN BOOKS

Copyright page: … | Published in Penguin Books 1994 | 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 |
…

Binding: White wrappers with cover art of Profiles d’ombres by Jean
Lambert-Rucki

ISBN/ISBN-13/SBN: 0-14-018733-2

Series and Number: Penguin Twentieth-Century Classics

Price: £5.99

© 2005-2013 by Michael Juliar. All rights reserved. 
(Draft of 23 Jan 2013)
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